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States hope 
feds can pitch 
in more on 
infrastructure 


Trumps $1.5 trillion plan 
has a receptive audience, 
but states don’t want to be 
stuck with most of the cost 


By JosepH Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Nebraska of- 
ficials want to finish off the state’s 
600-mile expressway system, up- 
grade portions of Interstate 80 
through the state and work on the 
future needs projected for the 
Omaha area. 

Across the river, Iowa has its 
own road improvement plans, a 
need for additional flood mitiga- 
tion and an ancient transit fleet 
crying out for replacements. 

Community leaders bring up in- 
frastructure needs with Sen. Deb 
Fischer, R-Neb., wherever she 
travels — from Norfolk to the Pan- 
handle. 

“It’s not just to get some proj- 
ects done now,” Fischer said. 
“Where we decide to invest money 
in infrastructure, that determines 
the growth of our country.” 

In short, there’s a receptive audi- 
ence for President Donald Trump’s 
call for new infrastructure spend- 
ing to the tune of $1.5 trillion over 
the next decade. 

But theres also skepticism 
about the administration’s plans to 
have only about $200 billion of that 
eye-popping total coming from fed- 
eral coffers. The administration 
plans to have most of that money 
come from increased spending by 
state and local governments and 
from private investment. 

Nebraska already has been put- 
ting money into roads and bridges 
for a while now, said Kyle Schne- 
weis, director of the Nebraska De- 
partment of Transportation. 

“It’s time for the federal govern- 
ment to catch up,” Schneweis said. 

Consider Nebraska’s Trans- 
portation Innovation Act, which 
tapped both the state’s cash re- 
serve fund and hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars from a 6-cent per 
gallon gas tax increase to pay for 
expressways, county bridge repair 
and economic-development-relat- 
ed transportation projects. And 
before that, the Build Nebraska 
Act devoted a portion of state sales 
taxes to roadways. 

Given current state budget 
shortfalls, another big boost to state 
highway spending seems unlikely. 


See Infrastructure: Page 2 
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Bonds likely on May ballot 


WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


The Omaha Public Schools expect 
to put a $409.9 million bond issue 
before voters this May to build five 
new schools — including two high 
schools — add classrooms to crowd- 
ed schools, and replace aging boilers 
and roofs. 

The OPS board voted 9-0 Monday 
night to approve the project list and 
price tag for a bond referendum that 
board members have been fine-tun- 
ing for months. 

Its a follow-up to the re- 
cord-breaking $421 million bond 
measure voters approved in 2014 to 
tackle a backlog of building needs 


Board still must draft 
wording for $409 million 
proposal that will pay for 


five new schools 


ON PAGE 2A 


The OPS board approves the new 
superintendent's contract. 


High schools would be built at 
60th and L Streets, top left, and at 
156th and Ida, right. The school at 
the old Ryan High site would ease 
crowding in hallways like Bryan’s. 


that piled up for more than a decade. 

The board will still have to draft 
and approve official ballot language 
to place the bond measure on the 
May 15 ballot. The deadline to sub- 
mit that ballot language is March 1. 

Board members said they know 
it’s a big ask. But they said they are 
fulfilling a promise made in 2014 to 
put up another bond issue that would 
update more schools and build new 
ones in South Omaha and north- 
west Omaha, which have seen rapid 
growth and classroom crowding. 

“This is really planning for our 
future,” said Vice President Lacey 
Merica. 


See OPS: Page 2 


NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE 


Test has helped interest in 
civics flourish, student says 


But naturalization exam 
requirement for 8th- and 
11th-graders has critics 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — The grumbling 
about requiring students to pass 
a 100-question civics test to grad- 
uate from Elm Creek High School 
has disappeared over the past 
three years. 

In its place, student and commu- 
nity interest in American history 
and government has blossomed, 


Elm Creek junior Audrey Worth- 
ing told the Legislature’s Educa- 
tion Committee on Monday. 

Community members have 
raised money to send eighth-grad- 
ers to Washington, D.C. The high 
school added a mock trial team. 
Community service hours were 
added to student requirements. 
Older students built civics-themed 
carnival games for elementary 
school youngsters. 

“We are more engaged, more 
involved, more knowledgeable,” 
Worthing said, adding that the 
test has not kept any student from 
graduating so far. 


See Civics: Page 2 
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Look for Savor in your "Bag of Savings' 


Snow deadly to our east 


Storm causes hundreds 
of crashes and leads to 
at least 11 deaths in lowa 
and Missouri. Midlands 


NU works on résumé 
Tim Miles’ team is rested 
and gaining national notice 
ahead of tonight’s game at 
Minnesota. Sports 


Weather 
High: 16 
Chance of snow 


Low: 6 
Details: 5B 
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IN CALL FROM PRISON 


Aubrey Trail says he killed 
Sydney Loofe accidentally 


He says he suffocated her 
but ‘it wasn’t supposed to 
go to the extreme it went’ 


By PauL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — In his latest phone 
call from prison, convicted felon 
Aubrey Trail said Monday night 
that he suffocated Lincoln clerk 
Sydney Loofe, but says the death 
was accidental. 

Trail also said he’s ready to die 
for what he did. 

“A life for a life — that’s the 


rules in my world,” he said. “I 
should be put to death.” 

Trail, 53, first told The 
World-Herald 12 days ago that he 
was responsible for Loofe’s death, 
then last week, in another phone 
call, said that she died just after 
a Nov. 16 date she had arranged, 
via the Internet, with Trail’s girl- 
friend, Bailey Boswell. 

But on Monday, Trail, for the 
first time, described how he said 
the 24-year-old Loofe died. 

“It was suffocation. It happened 
in Saline County,” he said. Trail 
and Boswell had been living in a 
rented downstairs apartment in 


See Trail: Page 5 


